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Fantastic way to experience California

Great riding (single track & dirt roads)

Good inclusion of towns and communities

Easy access to resources (food, water, camping, hotels)

Positive receptions from individuals 

No negative interactions with Land Managers (Slinkard, 

USFS, CASP, etc)

Continuous narratives across route (historical, geology, 

ecology)

Easily split into “segments” which could be ridden in 

smaller bites

Highl ights on
Posit ives

Several areas with difficult route finding

Several spots near or on major roads

Some gates / unfriendly neighbors

Some roads no longer existing

Several water ways un-crossable

Small portions of very difficult riding

Suggested
Amendments
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Section 1

S i n g l e  t r a c k  a n d  d i r t  r o a d s  u p  f r o m  S LT  t o  R i m  

T r a i l  a r e  e a s y  t o  n a v i g a t e  a n d  r i d e

S i n g l e  t r a c k  d o w n  f r o m  R i m  T r a i l  u n t i l  d i r t  r o a d  i s  
g o o d

D i r t  l o g g i n g  r o a d s  /  O H V  t r a c k s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

r o u t e  f i n d  ( o r a n g e  m a r k e r s )  f o r  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e .  
T h i s  i s  o k a y  w i t h  g o o d  G P S  d a t a ,  b u t  o t h e r w i s e  

t h e  p u r p l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  l i n e  w i l l  s o l v e  i t .
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Section 2

T h e  l o w e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e  t h r o u g h  H o p e  Va l l e y  i s  

b e s t

T h i s  r o u t e  l a r g e l y  f o l l o w s  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  H i s t o r i c  
T r a i l

W a g o n  t r a c k s  /  r o a d  a r e  s o m e w h a t  v a g u e  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  v a l l e y ,  b u t  f a i r l y  e a s y  t o  n a v i g a t e .  R o a d  g e t s  
p r o g r e s s i v e l y  b e t t e r  t o  t h e  s o u t h .

S i n g l e  t r a c k  i s  a t  l e a s t  a  b l u e  i n  d i f f i c u l t y  -  a  f e w  

s e c t i o n s  w h e r e  c a r r y i n g  t h e  b i k e  i s  n e c e s s a r y .  
S t u n n i n g  t h o u g h .

C o m e s  o u t  i n  G r o v e r  H o t s p r i n g  C A S P  a n d  t h e n  t o  

M a r k l e e v i l l e

G r e a t  s e c t i o n  
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Section 3

I n i t i a l  c l i m b  i s  h a r d  o n  s t e e p  c o b b l y  d i r t ,  m e l l o w s  

o u t ,  b u t  r e q u i r e s  s o m e  h i k e  a  b i k e …

P u r p l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  s o l v e s  b y  a l l o w i n g  s o m e  r i d i n g  
o n  H W Y  8 9  u p  a  s m a l l  b i t  o f  M o n i t o r  P a s s ,  t h e n  

t u r n s  o f f  a t  L o o p e  Va l l e y  o n  m u c h  b e t t e r  d i r t .

R o u t e  f r o m  c r e s t  a r o u n d  L e v i a t h a n  i s  w o r l d  c l a s s  
i n  a s p e n s  a n d  b i g  v i e w s

T h e  v e r y  e n d  w h e r e  d i r t  m e e t s  8 9  d e s c e n t  t o w a r d  

3 9 5  h a s  b e e n  a m e n d e d  -  t h e  s h o r t  d i r t  s p u r  
a d j a c e n t  t o  r o a d  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  a t  a l l .

D e s c e n t  d o w n  t o  S l i n k a r d  Va l l e y  w a s  f i n e  -  I  d i d n ’ t  

s e e  a  s i n g l e  c a r .

G r e a t  s e c t i o n  
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Section 4

O v e r a l l  a  p l e a s a n t  r i d e  t h r o u g h  t h e  v a l l e y

N o  s i g n s  a b o u t  b i c y c l e s ,  b u t  I  m e t  s t a f f  i n s i d e  a n d  

t h e y  w e r e  a l l  e x c i t e d  I  w a s  r i d i n g  t h r o u g h

T h e  u p p e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  ( o r a n g e  p o i n t )  d o e s n ’ t  e x i s t  
-  s e e m s  b u r n t  o u t  i n  f i r e

E n d i n g  r o a d  d o w n  t o  3 9 5  i s  s m o o t h  a n d  s t e e p  -  

e a s y  i n  N - S  d i r e c t i o n ,  b u t  w o u l d  b e  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  
h e a d i n g  n o r t h … .

3 9 5  t o  W a l k e r  w a s  o k a y  w i t h  s h o u l d e r .

G r e a t  s e c t i o n  
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Section 5

P r o p o s e d  r o u t e  w a s  g o o d  e x a c t l y  a s  i s  -  r o a d  o p e n  

a n d  e a s y  t o  r i d e

S o m e w h a t  r e m o t e ,  a  f e w  w a t e r  s o u r c e s ,  b u t  n o  c e l l  
s e r v i c e  ( AT & T )

L o n g  r i d e  o n  3 9 5  t o  B r i d g e p o r t  -  p u r p l e  l i n e  i s  

a l t e r n a t i v e  d i r t  t o  r e p l a c e  t h i s …

G o o d  s e c t i o n
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Section 6

P r o p o s e d  r o u t e  w a s  g o o d  e x a c t l y  a s  i s  -  r o a d  o p e n  
a n d  e a s y  t o  r i d e  -  w o u l d n ’ t  r e c o m m e n d  t h e  e x t r a  

s p u r  t o  u p p e r  t o w n -  v e r y  r e m o t e

G r e a t  t o  r i d e  t h r o u g h  B o d i e

A l l  r o a d s  i n  g r e a t  s h a p e  -  f a i r  a m o u n t  o f  c a t t l e  /  
O H V  b u t  t o  b e  e x p e c t e d

1 6 7  &  c e m e t e r y  r o a d  w e r e  e a s y
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Section 7

P r o p o s e d  r o u t e  d i d n ’ t  w o r k  -  r o a d  f a d e s  a w a y  b y  

p o w e r  l i n e s ,  r i v e r  c r o s s i n g s  a r e  o d d  /  u n o f f i c i a l

A l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e  ( p u r p l e )  u s e s  3 9 5  f o r  s o m e  t i m e ,  
t h e n  t h e  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r  a r e a  d i r t  r o a d s  t o  g e t  i n t o  

t o w n .  A  f u n  a l t e r n a t i v e .

F a i r l y  l a r g e  c h a n g e  t o  t h e  r o u t e  b y  t h e  M o b i l  -  t h e  
i n i t i a l  r o u t e  r o a d s  a f t e r  t h e  r i v e r  c r o s s i n g  d i d n ’ t  

e x i s t ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  r o a d s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  a r e  * v e r y *  
p r i v a t e .  S u g g e s t e d  i n s t e a d  g o i n g  p a s t  M o b i l  t o  

3 9 5 ,  c r o s s i n g  a n d  r i d i n g  d i r t  s o u t h  f o r  s e v e r a l  
h u n d r e d  y a r d s ,  t h e n  c r o s s i n g  a g a i n  t o  g e t  t o  

H o r s e s h o e  M e a d o w.

G r e a t  t o w n  t o  s t o p  i n .
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Section 8

U p p e r  a q u e d u c t  r o a d  f r o m  H o r s e s h o e  m e a d o w  i s  

g r e a t !

W o u l d  b e  n i c e  t o  m a k e  s t r a i g h t  r o u t e  f r o m  G r a n t  
L a k e  t o  J u n e  L a k e  m o r e  e x c i t i n g

A l t e r n a t i v e  o p t i o n  o u t  1 2 0  w a s n ’ t  f u n  /  d e e p  s a n d  /  

w i n d y

R o u t e  f r o m  J u n e  t o  M a m m o t h  i s  g r e a t  a s  r o u t e d .

G o o d  s e c t i o n !  L A D W P  &  g e o l o g y  c o n t e x t  a r e  r e a l l y  
c o o l  h e r e
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Section 9

S e c t i o n  t o  a n d  b y  C r o w l e y  L a k e  i s  g o o d  -  v e r y  

p r e t t y

C r o w l e y  t o  To m s  P l a c e  h a s  a  b i t  o f  a  r o u t e  f i n d i n g  
s e c t i o n  i n  L i t t l e  R o u n d  Va l l e y ,  w h e r e  t h e  r o u t e  

c r o s s e s  a  w e t l a n d  f i e l d  g o i n g  f r o m  d i r t  r o a d  t o  
g r a s s e s  t o  s i n g l e  t r a c k  b y  3 9 5 ,  t h e n  p o p p i n g  o u t  

b y  To m s  P l a c e .  S t i l l  w o r k s

P r e f e r r e d  t h e  r o u t e  o f  u s i n g  e i t h e r  R o c k  C r e e k  
R o a d  o r  s i n g l e  t r a c k  t o  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  d i r t  r o a d  

s e c t i o n  d o w n  t o  M e s a
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Section 10

T h e r e  s i m p l y  w a s  n o  e a s y  a n d  s i m p l e  w a y  t o  c r o s s  

t h e  O w e n s .  M y  f a v o r i t e  r o u t e  o p t i o n  w a s  a l o n g  
C h a l k  B l u f f  R o a d ,  w h i c h  h a s  a  n i c e r  v i e w  o f  t h e  

m a i n  a r m  o f  t h e  O w e n s  R i v e r ,  a n d  c r o s s e s  v i a  
e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n c r e t e  b r i d g e s .  

S e c t i o n  q u i t e  p r e t t y  a n d  g o o d  w a y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

g e o l o g y  a n d  t h e  s o u t h e r n  v a l l e y .  
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Section 11

F i r s t  s e c t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  s i n g l e  t r a c k  a n d  O H V  

t r a i l s  s o u t h  o f  B i s h o p  i s  g r e a t ,  a l b e i t  c o n f u s i n g  
d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  s i g n a g e  a n d  m a n y  c r o s s i n g  r o a d s .  

N e e d s  s i g n a g e ;  h o w e v e r  t h e  t r a i l  s y s t e m  i s  n o t  
c u r r e n t l y  l e g a l i z e d  t o  m y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g .

R o a d  d u e  s o u t h  b y  W i l k e r s o n ,  K e o u g h ,  a n d  i n t o  

B i g  P i n e  i s  f i n e .  N o t h i n g  f a n c y,  a  l o n g  f l a t  p l a i n  o f  
a  r i d e ,  b u t  e a s y  e n o u g h  d i s t a n c e  t o  c o v e r .
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Section 12

R i d e  a r o u n d  C r a t e r  M o u n t a i n  f r o m  B i g  P i n e  i s  

s t e l l a r .  O n i o n  Va l l e y  r o a d  g o o d ,  a l l  d i r t  r o a d s  b y  
l a v a  t u b e s  a r e  g r e a t .

R i d e  t h r o u g h  A b e r d e e n  w a s  f i n e  -  s o m e  c o o l  o l d  

m i n i n g  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e

R o u t e  a r o u n d  l a n d i n g  s t r i p  a n d  a g  f i e l d s  s o u t h  o f  
B l a c k r o c k  w o r k e d  w e l l  -  s a w  t h e  T u l e  E l k  h e r d s  

t h e r e .
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Section 13

L o o p i n g  w i d e  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  w a s  o n  s m o o t h  d i r t  

r o a d ,  c r o s s i n g  S y m e s  c r e e k  w a s  e a s y  ( d i r t  c u l v e r t  
b r i d g e ) .

C o m i n g  b a c k  d o w n  t o  M a n z a n a r  s e e m e d  o k a y  -  t h e  

r o u t e  t a k e s  y o u  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  c e m e t e r y .  I  r a n  
i n t o  a  f e w  s t a f f  /  c a r s  w h i l e  r i d i n g  t h r o u g h ,  a n d  

n o n e  p a i d  m e  a n y  m i n d  a s i d e  f r o m  w a v i n g  h e l l o .  I t  
s e e m e d  o k a y ?  P e r h a p s  w o r t h  c h e c k i n g  

p e r m i s s i o n s ?

R i d e  f r o m  t h e r e  t o  A l a b a m a  H i l l s  w a s  g r e a t !  T h e  
r o u t e  r i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c l i f f s  w a s  t h e  i d e a l  c h o i c e  

o n  a c c o u n t  o f  g e o l o g y  a s  w e l l  a s  m o r e  c o m p a c t e d  
r o a d s .

W h i t n e y  P o r t a l  R o a d  c u r r e n t l y  u n d e r g o i n g  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  -  c h o s e  T u t t l e  C r e e k  R o a d  a s  t h e  
a l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e  d o w n  i n t o  L o n e  P i n e

 15

Independence to Lone Pine

CONCEPT DRAFT  
For groundtruthing analysis only.



Section 13

R e a l l y  n o t  r e c o m m e n d e d .

I t  w a s  f l a t ,  w i n d y,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  3 9 5  m o v i n g  

a w a y  f r o m  O l a n c h a  m a d e  i t  a  g h o s t  t o w n  w i t h  n o  
s e r v i c e s  a t  a l l .  T h e  l i t t l e  y e l l o w  l e m o n  h o u s e  i s  

g r e a t ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  n o  p l a c e s  f o r  f o l k s  r i d i n g  t h i s  
r o u t e  t o  s t a y  h e r e ,  l e t  a l o n e  g e t  a  d r i n k  a f t e r  t h e  

r i d e .

F i n i s h i n g  i n  L o n e  P i n e  w a s  b e a u t i f u l ,  a n d  h a d  
p l e n t y  o f  f o o d ,  d r i n k ,  a n d  h o t e l s  t o  c e l e b r a t e  a  

t r a v e r s e  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  S i e r r a .
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Overall the Towns to Trails route was a world class experience. Ridden from 

North to South (Tahoe to Lone Pine), the route began with fun, scenic, and 

relatively easier single track alongside old dirt roads. At the drop off of the 

Sierra Crest (Monitor Pass), the route leveraged historic dirt roads and 

conservation areas that encouraged a deeper understanding and appreciation 

for the Sierra. The small towns passed throughout the route were obvious, 

easy and well placed opportunities to support local jobs and businesses for 

food, lodging, and entertainment. The southern half of the route, after 

Bridgeport, offered passes through State Parks (Bodie), mountain 

communities (Mammoth), and countless geologic and historic points of interest 

(Volcanics, Manzanar, mines, LA Aqueduct) - each furthering the users 

understanding of the region based from hands on experience. 

This route is equally well poised to for bike packing, family road trips using 

segments of the trail, and even educational tours. There is a guidebooks worth 

of opportunity and experience to be found on this route, and it stands as an 

incredible opportunity to draw people into the Eastern Sierra under the context 

of learning, appreciation, and conservation through recreation.

Route summary
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